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   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  October 10, 2001

   Contact:   Thomas Kelly, (410) 223-2932

   HARVARD GAY AND LESBIAN ALUMNI RESPOND TO ROTC 

  CAMBRIDGE - The Harvard Gay & Lesbian Caucus was formed in 1983 with 

  the aim of committing Harvard University to include sexual orientation in its 

  non-discrimination policy. In 1985, the President and Fellows of Harvard 

  College adopted a University-wide anti-discrimination policy, including

  discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. In February 1995, Harvard 

  announced the end of its financial support for ROTC in part due to Caucus 

  lobbying, because the program bars open gays, lesbians and bisexuals--a direct 

  contradiction to the University's non-discrimination policy and to Harvard's 

  goal of openness and diversity in student body, learning, and scholarship.

  The Caucus strongly urges the President and Fellows of Harvard University to 

  continue to maintain and support a nondiscriminatory environment for all 

  students, faculty, and staff.  The Caucus recognizes the personal sacrifice of 

  individuals, especially Harvard students, who choose to serve our country and 

  defend our liberties.  The Paul Revere Battalion at MIT was named the top

  ROTC battalion in the country last year and the Caucus applauds these 

  students and their commitment to service.  Plainly, the current arrangement is 

  working and provides these students the opportunity to succeed.  But the 

  Caucus is concerned for the welfare of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 

  servicemembers in this unit and throughout the U.S. services given the current 

  military policy that overtly discriminates against them.  At a time when the 

  U.S. is reaching out for assistance from other nations, the Caucus would like to 

  point out that similar discriminatory policies in the armed forces have been 

  abandoned by nearly all our NATO allies.  

  The Caucus is composed of more than 2,700 lesbian, bisexual, gay and 

  transgender alumni/ae, faculty and staff of Harvard and Radcliffe Colleges and 

  the Harvard graduate and professional schools. Harvard students are welcome 

  as associate members.  Our mission is to develop, nurture and defend Harvard's 

  lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender community.
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